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Medicare, the nation�s largest public health insurance program, covers 39 million Americans. It is administered by the
federal government and provides health insurance to people age 65 and over, those who have chronic kidney disease, and
certain people with disabilities.

In 1998, Medicare financed $217 billion nationally for the health care of Medicare recipients. Connecticut Medicare
expenditures totaled $3,128,300,000 in FY 1998. Connecticut acute care hospitals accounted for $1,729,644,461, or 55
percent, of this amount. There were 369,470 discharges from Connecticut acute care hospitals in 1998, of which 146,031,
or almost 40 percent, were Medicare-funded discharges. The following chart shows a breakdown of Medicare payments
and discharges in the state�s acute care hospitals.

Source: Office of Health Care Access Hospital Budget System and Hospital Inpatient Discharge Databases

Note: Medicare payments to hospitals, discharges and lengths of stay are calculated by Federal Fiscal Year.
St. Joseph Medical Center only operated as an acute care hospital for the first two months (October and November) of FFY 1999.
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